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Health and Safety: Batteries
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Question for Department for Work and Pensions

UIN 29036, tabled on 7 July 2021

Question

Conservative

Wycombe

Mr Steve Baker !

To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, if she will review the exclusion of lithium-

ion batteries for grid storage from the Control of Major Accident Hazards Regulations 2015.

Answer

Conservative

Mid Sussex

Mims Davies !

Answered on

12 July 2021

The Control of Major Accident Hazards Regulations 2015 (COMAH) apply to dangerous

substances as classified by the Classification, Labelling and Packaging Regulations 2008.

Lithium-ion batteries are considered to be articles, rather than substances, and are therefore

outside of the scope of the COMAH.

The Health and Safety Executive considers that the current regulatory framework is sufficient

and suitably robust in relation to lithium-ion batteries and battery energy storage systems.

Of particular relevance are the Dangerous Substances and Explosive Atmospheres Regulations

which set minimum requirements for the protection of workers and others from fire and

explosion risks; the Electricity at Work Regulations which require precautions to be taken

against the risk of death or personal injury from electricity in work activities; and the

Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations which require risks to be assessed and

appropriately managed. In addition, for large scale battery storage, there are statutory

requirements to notify the Fire and Rescue Service to inform their emergency response

planning.

Answered by

Department for Work and

Pensions

#

Named day

Named day questions only occur in the

House of Commons. The MP tabling the

question specifies the date on which they

should receive an answer. MPs may not table

more than five named day questions on a

single day.

Interests declared

The Member has declared that they have

interests which may be relevant to the

subject matter of this question.
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